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Makhananomics: The politics behind govt’s bid to boost Bihar's makhana industry
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With reference to the “Tea Board” in India, ¢
statements: e o B,M

Ho\ldi Bom)ro\— 202¢

e following

1.The Tea Board is a statutory body.
2.1t is a regulatory body attached to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare.

3.The Tea Board’s Head Office is situated in Bengaluru.

4.The Board has overseas offices at Dubai and Moscow.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 3
(b) 2and 4
(c)3and 4
(d)1and 4
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The central government has awarded
¢ Geographical Indication (Gl) tag to
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Mithila Makhana is a special variety of aquatic foxnuts
cultivated in the Mithila region of Bihar.

Makhana is a prestigious cultural identity of Bihar.
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Bihar v
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Meghalaya
Tripura
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Why cloud seeding is not a solution to
Delhi’s air pollution crisis
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Q: In the context of which of the following do some
scientists suggest the use of cirrus cloud thinning
technique and the injection of sulphate aerosol into
stratosphere?

(a) Creating artificial rains in some regions.

(b) Reducing the frequency and intensity of tropical
cyclone

(c) Reducing the adverse effects of solar wind on the Earth
(d) Reducing the global warming
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HOW CLOUD SEEDING WORKS

3 These particles enhance the cloud’s ability to convert
/ Ssuper-cooled liquid droplets into ice crystals.
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The silver lodide
2 particles nse into

the clouds.
Ice crystals grow

big enough to
fall as increased
snow in targeted
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Practice Question:

What is cloud seeding? How far do you agree that cloud seeding
can help India to resolve its issues of air pollution and water
scarcity? (10 Marks, 150 words)




Centre announces Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar for scientific achievements

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

'he Centre announced the
Rashtriva Vigvan Puraskai
(RVP) - its Padma-style na
tional awards for scientific
achievement with 24 indi
vidual awards and one
team honour on Satw
day. Eminent physicist
Javamt  Vishnu Narlikar,
who passed away in May,
was announced the rec
pient of the Vigvan Ratna,
an award lor lifetime
contribution

This vear, eight scien
tists were selected for the
Vigvan Shri
nendra Pratap Singh, Yu
suf Mohammed Shaikh, K
'hangara), Pradeep Thapa
lil, Aniruddha Balchandra
Pandit, Venkata Mohan,
Mahan Mj and Javan N

Recipients for the Vi

awards: Gva

gvan Yuva awards: lagadis
Gupta Kapuganti, Satendra
Kumar Mangrauthia, De

barka Sengupta, Deepa

Las,

Dibvendu
Waliur Rahman, Arkaprava
Basu, Sabvasachi Mukher
jee, Shweta Prem Agrawal,

A\gashe,

Suresh Kumar, Amit Ku
mar Agrawal, Surhud Shri
kant More, Ankur Garg and
Mohansankar Sivapraka
sam

'he Vigvan Team award
went to the CSIR Aroma
Mission

Last August, ahead ol
National Space Day, 2024,

the inaugural RVP ceremo
ny was held at the Rashtra
pati Bhavan, with Presi
dent Droupadi Murmu
presenting the awards to
13 scientists. This vear, the
announcement had been
delaved for nearly two
months. Last vear, there
were allegations that the
award selection process
was not fair, and specula
ton that those scientists

critical of government poli

cies had been ousted at the
last minute. An indepen
dent panel - the Rashtriva
Vigvan Puraskar Commit
tee, steered by the Pring
pal Scientific Adviser - de
cides on award recipients
and makes a recommenda
ton to the Minister ol
Science and Technology. It
i unclear if the Minister
has o velo on the
recommendation

e Vigvan Ratna aims
at  recognising lifetime
achievements and contn
butions made in any held
of science and technology
Vigvan Shri is awarded for
distinguished contribu
tons in any held of sclence
and technology. Vigvan Yu
va award 1s lor voung
scientists under the age ol
15 vears to recognise thei
exceptional contributions
Vigvan Team award will be
SIVEN every vear 1o a team.,
comprising three or more
scientists, researchers or

nnovators




Q. Consider the following statements in respect of Bharat Ratna and
Padma Awards: (2021)

V4
1.Bharat Ratna and Padma Awards are titles under the Article 18(1) of the
Constitution of India.
2.Padma Awards, which were instituted in the year 1954, were suspended
only once.
3.The number of Bharat Ratna Awards is restricted to a maximum of five in a
particular year.

Which of the above statements are not correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3
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List of Awardees for Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar (RVP) - 2025
Sl. No. Award Field Name Name

Vigyan Ratna |Physics Prof. Jayant Vishnu Narlikar (Posthumously)

- Dr. Gyanendra Pratap Singh

Vigyan Shri Agricultural Science
Vigyan Shni Atomic Energy / Dr. Yusuf Mohammad Seikh

Vigyan Shri Biological Sciences Dr. K Thangaraj

Vigyan Shri Chemistry Prof. Pradeep Thalappil

Vigyan Shni Engineering Sciences Prof. Aniruddha Bhalchandra Pandit

Vigyan Shri Environmental Science / Dr. S Venkata Mohan

Vigyan Shri Mathematics and Computer Science |Prof. Mahan M
Vigyan Shri Space Science and Technology\/ Shri Jayan N
Vigyan Yuva |Agricultural Science Dr. Jagdis Gupta Kapuganti

Vigyan Yuva |Agricultural Science Dr. Satendra Kumar Mangrauthia

Vigyan Yuva |Biological Sciences Shri Debarka Sengupta




13. Vigyan Yuva |Biological Sciences Dr. Deepa Agashe

14 .Vugyan Yuva |Chemistry v/ Dr. Dibyendu Das

15 Vigyan Yuva |Earth Science Dr. Waliur Rahaman

16 .V|gyan Yuva .Engmeenng Sciences Prof. Arkaprava Basu

17 ‘Vlgyan Yuva |Mathematics and Computer Science |Prof. Sabyasachi Mukherjee

18 .Vugyan Yuva |Mathematics and Comptﬂar Science | Prof. Shweta Prem Agrawal

19 ‘Vlgyan Yuva |Medicine ~ Dr. Suresh Kumar

20 Vigyan Yuva |Physics Prof. Amit Kumar Agarwal

21 ‘Vugyan Yuva |Physics \ Prof. Surhud Shnkant More

22 'Vlgyan Yuva |Space Science and Technology ., |[Shri Ankur Garg

23. .Vlgyan Yuva |Technology and Innovation Prof. Mohanasankar Sivaprakasam
24 ‘Vugyan Team .Agncultural Science ‘/ Team- Aroma Mission CSIR v




Why has IUCN red-flagged the Western Ghats?

Vhat has the Internationed Umion lor Conseryvation of Natures World Heniase Outlook 4 n POt saic? Wit an (he Four mesn threats 1o the ks ol

habitats and species i South Asia? e the Western Ghaes highiv endangered ? What are the Bactoes theeatening the Sundirbans nungnaes’

EAPLAINE N which imvolves constructing dams acros THE GIST
River Salabadhs and River Kundah, with an
Am 10 generate LOOOD MW of power oo
DHvya Gandhi {amul Nadu's plans v
Moreover, tourtsm s creating probeems ™e IUCK rid Hertao
I'he story so fan of garbage, often consumed by wild stk & tada
he expansive Western Ghars Anamals such as elephants and earimr *hes mare® ateritut
N Two natonal parks in India exacerbusing coniicr. Plantations ar fonar theo 3t the Joss of
Assam's Manas nadonal park eplacing nacural ecosystems. And climsat abEats and sPeOe »
nd West Bengal's Sundartuans charge has forced Buma 10 adape by Aua camate re
national park e Deen ctenorised a edstruting themsaives lrom ot | 1
Deing of “significant concern”™ i 1 Lt -warming bower altitudes 1o higher pecus and rea
Ivtermaional Ureon for Conservation ol vaches, sich as i the case of the Nk -
Nature IUCN) Bst of natural Workd theatcher and the DRack and orange
Hentage sites across Asla theatcher. Exotic species are colomising The Weste 33 are gy
wiural foreses, sach as 11‘]".."'1 and ndangered not east
Why did the TLON state? wacta (hoth orginally fromn Austrata) Ndreds ol mlropuas
e TUCN's Work] Herttagee Owrlook 4 which were introduced here during the !
oot redeased earlier this menrch Colomial era. As for the Sundarbas -
I hutes four theeats to the loss of nangroves where tgers swim, salingry
habitats and specs 1 South Asia Tale eavy mwetal contaminanon, and he! WOrio Heriags
e, 1O sm activities, invasive alen insastaitable resource extraction yroewe. . ’
species, and roads. [he report calegonses threatens the ecasystem. Sea leved rnise - . IR, S
the natural sites as “mood™, “pood with and freguent storm surges reduce » ' ped
WOme concerns”, “sypficant concern mangrove biodeversity, says the report Ty =
and “crmical”. The report uses lowr cwles
il conservanon assessments undertaker Is there hope yet?
since 2004 Ourside India, seven shies In China hunv
Each of these Categodies ot omy Flour shing fauna " ! boen proclamed “bhest prosecied and
shows the potentaal for a site 10 preserve nanaged protected areas.” inciuding the
s values and under hvng attrbutes bt 2O, some 63% of sstes had a posstive comservation outhoos, valuang “attribute Baclain faran Desert-Towers of Sand and
a0 mchcates the uwrgency of measures outiook m 2004, 2007 and 2020, howevet |that | are currently in good condition and Lake, Chengiiang Fossil Site, and Mount
that need to be taken o mpeove the the TUCS World Hermage Outlook 4 likedy 0 be malrgained Sor the foresecable Huangshan
qiservation outlook and ensure the shows that m 2008 onldy 5% of these sies hature, provided that curremns U he Naturald World Heritage sites make
long-term conservation of all sites,” says Rave 3 positive conservation outlook COnServalion measures are maintained Ip less than % of the Earth's surtace, bat
the repart. The TUCN assessmemt of ovet The threats are also shapeshifting, “it & e Western Ghats, a2 mosaic of foreses wroure more than 20% ol mapped gliota
N0 natural and mined Workd Herita notable that roads and rallroads are W) rassiands, are odder than 1h SDOCkes rchmess. “This Includes over
il offers the most indepeh analyses of W amot the 1o five greasest threasts @ Himalvas and huve an exceptionally hig SO000 species of plams, and owve DAxx)
thireats facing natural World Heritag fural World Heritage in Asia, while in bevel of Beologdcal diversiny and Peches of mamumals, birds, Rshes, reptile
around the world and thheir prosection 2020 this was not the case.™ The othet endemmism, habitat (o some 125 dobalh ] amphibans,” says the regx
and management status,” sans Grethel threats include: lorest lires, banting threatened (sted in IUCN's Red List) has report imedy. “The world has
Auiiar, TUON direcion generad, i the roadiall, waste disposal, encroachiment flora, Guna, bird, amphibsan, reptde and agreed 1o halt biodiversity Joss through
introduction 1o the report Hegal boggang et lish specees, according to UNESOD. Thes the Kunming-Montread Global Biodiversaty
[he report points ot that the OF the 12 Asian sites categaorised as inchuckes the Nogin tahe, 2 stocky, apie Framework, and the UNESCO World
percentage of sites wirh “a positve 20 WITh sOome concerns,” our happen poart found nowhere else In the world r LORVeRTion Is Urkgus W paced 10
mservyation outlook has, for thwe hirst 0 e in ex he Caeat Himalavan neet these challenges by bexdging the gap
time, decreased signifcanth Nanonal | NSCEVArom Arva What makes the Ghats vulnerable? betwoeen nanure and culoare, and
Nazrang: National Park, Keodaoe ™e Western Ghats are highiv endangered orotecting places with extraondinary
Do we have ‘good” prodected areas? Sabonal Park. and Nanda Devi and Valkes not beast by hundreds of lwdropower Diodiver sity, fTuncoonal habeasts and hig!
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AIhTHAT TCTET (Speaker of the Lok Sabha) & ey A
ffaf@d s34 W @ER fifee —

1.37T8T, HHE o S ATl (legislative business) I faaE¥d
A & ATHAT A Jfad IR gar g1
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Ffaf@a & @ si9-ar $aa “@le AT JAF13C (Vote on
Account)” & §IX H gl 82

(a) Ig 9 T & GRIA JAG H [T I HAJSIT &l
e AT T gl

(b) T§ d1¢ & R O AT+ (Money Bill) ) ST arel
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HTAAF IS (Grant in Advance) 9T AT &
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