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Ready for talks with Pak.,
but options open: Muttaqi

Faliban sav 58 Pakistani soldiers Killed in operations by Afghan forces across Durand Line; Foreign
Minister says women journalists left out of Fridav's press meet in Delhi due to a ‘technical error

ighanistan is

to dialogue and di

plomacy for a
peaceful resolution ol its
conflict with Pakistan, but
il the eflorts do not suc
ceed, it has “other means
the acting Foreign Minister
of the Taliban administra
tion, Amir Khan Muttaqgi,
said here on Sunday in res
ponse to the border clash
es between the two
countries

»p«'n

Ihere are some special
groups in Pakistan that are
tryving to disturb our rela
tion. After they initiated
hostile activities last week,
we responded o defend
our terrtory, and after
that, our friends Saudi Ara
bia and Qatar intervened
Our doors are open for dia
| logue, but if Pakistan does

Talking tough

not take this opportunity,
then we have other
means.,” he said

Second press meet

Mr. Muttagi was holding a
second press conference in
the Embassy of Afghanis
tan here alter facing a
backlash for not including

{ o "o ’

women media profession
als in his Friday interaction
with the media. He said the
previous mteraction was
organised at a “short not
ice™ and the exclusion of
women journalists hap
pened from a “technical
ermol

Pakistan carried out ait

strikes against targets in
Kabul on Thursday and in
response, the Afghan De
fence conducted
operations across the Du
rand Line in which 58 Pa
kistani soldiers were killed,
said Zabiullah Mujahid,
spokesperson of the Tali
ban administration

Mr. Mujahid accused Pa
Kistan of sheltering IS hght
ers from multiple coun
tries in West Asia, and said
Pakistan-based IS elements
were behind the attacks in
Russia and Iran

Following heavy clashes
of Sunday, Pakistan has
captured 19 Afghan border
and the bordes
crossings between the two
countries have been shut
temporarily in view of the
prevailing tension

Forces
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Indian interests in Afghanistan:
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Indian Strategy of\Soft Power’ in Afghanistan:
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India reconstruction efforts:
PROJECT ROADMAP
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ENGALURU,OCTOBER 12

NDIA'S NEXT chapter in the
rorid’s southernmost continent,
ntarctica, is all set to unfold. The

“Inance Ministry has granted ap
roval for Maitri Il — the coun-

ry's newest research station

yroposed to come up in eastemn
ntarcuca.

Once built and readied by
anuary 2029, Maitri Il will be-

India’s Maitri | base, operational since 1989. NCPOR

come India’s fourth research
base on the frozen continent.
Goa-based National Centre

for Polar and Ocean Research
(NCPOR) under the Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES) is the

Decks cleared for Maitri I1, India set to chart
new frontiers in Antarctica’s icy wilderness

nodal agency responsible for op-
erating and organising missions
to Antarctica and the Arctic.

The plan for Maitn Il was first
proposed in late 2023. The in-
principle approval was granted
on October 4 this year.

NCPOR director Thamban
Meloth told The Indian Express:
“Maitri Il will be built in eastern
Antarctica. It has a financial out-
lay of about 32,000 crore, for
over seven years."

India’s first research base in
Antarctica, Dakshin Gangotri,
operated for a few vyears.
Currently, Maitri, operational
since 1989, and Bharati, opera-
tional since 2012, support India’s
scientific community In
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



Q. Why is India taking keen interest in resources of
Arctic region?(2018)
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Natural farming gains
traction in Himachal

Ihe hill Sate's fagship Prakrink Kheti Khushhal Kisan Yojana and MSPs have helped farmers to

steadily shift away from chemical-based agriculiure toward sustainable, non-chemical pracrices

Vikas Vasudeva -
e ¥ R
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Q 39 H YR (Improved Yield) ‘/\/

J a??R’ mﬂ ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ hdl ?’ (Ensures Better Health)

0 9ITaRoT HI&TUT (Environment Conservation) %
e)

Q fRamEr & AT H E{?ﬁl{lncreased Farmers’ Incom
O 3ol hr @Ud H HAT (Reduced Water Consumption) «

J ?fﬁ'ﬂ TAR—ATAS 39ART T HAd \(ETiminates Synthetic Chemical Inputs)
J HET T HI GIdcUR (Rejuvenates Soil Healthy”™
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National Mission on Natural Farming
& Approved by the Uni

25" November 2024
£ Centrally Sponsored Scheme

C‘ Aims 1o strengthen ag iculture praciice
with scientifically backed approaches

layv of T2.451 crore

rmiing in 7.5 lakh hectare

$$ 15.000 clusters

 up 10,000 need-based Bio-Input

Resource Centres

Generalune awarencss amoneg 1 crore farmers

on natural ia
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Objectives of the I
National Mission on Natural Farming —

mote nature based sustainable syvstems of farmis

..;\l

improve soil health and have

pracuces
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o strengthen on-farm agro-ecological research and ki
! M ICAR institutions, KVAs

D11 At iiies
» )
Sl '

[0 build upon the on-held experience of practicing NF farmers

and scientific expertise to thereby evolve &

NF pack;

’ PP 1 ’
Ve PDITOoGUCH

| promote a single national brand for naturally

grown chemical-free produce
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Union MoS Shri Kirti Vardhan-Singh leads Indian Delegation at the [UCN World
Conservation Congress in Abu Dhabj and launches India’'s National Red List
~oadmap

India has launched the National Red List Assessment initiative to fulfil commitments under the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Kunming—Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
(KMGBF): MoS Shri Singh

Initiative to establish a Nationally-coordinated Red-listing System, a tool for accurate Assessment,
Conservation planning, and informed Policy Development
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NRLA &I HgdT (Significance of NRLA)
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