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C.P. Radhakrishnan is
NDASs V-P candidate

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Maharashtra Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan was named
the National Democratic
Alliance’s Vice-Presidential
candidate on Sunday, after
the BJP Parliamentary
Board endorsed his name,
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Mod..
Mr. Radhakrishnan, 68,
1s a former MP from Coim:-
batore and former Tamil
Nadu BJP chief. The party’s
national president and Un-
ion Minister, ].P. Nadda,
made the announcement

| ,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah

congratulated C.P. Radhakrishnan
on X on Sunday. X/@AMITSHAH

at a press conference after
the Parliamentary Board
meeting.
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Only united action can stop the hyacinth’s

invasion @ eremism

2
Grassland invaders stifle Assam’s island-like
national park home to feral horses: study

Wabwl harmakar sl meriiad srveas o g1ass N apevess, S ol whikh

A national policy with region-specific implementation strategies is

what can end the grave damage being caused by this invasive aquatic

plant
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Invasive Species in India
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40 killed, over 100 missing
as cloudburst strikes J&K

Peerzada Ashiqg

SRINAGAR

At least 40 rll_"il'r'[t' were
feared dead and more than
100 missing after a tlash
flood triggered by a cloud
burst hit Chositi, a remote
village in Kishtwar in the
Chenab Valley of the Jam
mu division, on Thursday,

'wo CISF jawans were
among the casualties

Water bodies in Chositi,
the last motorable pocket
of the region, swelled fol
lowing the cloudburst that
was reported between
noon and 1 p.m. Within
half an hour, surging wa
ters and rolling boulders
smashed houses. At least
10 houses, temples and
multiple government offic
es were damaged

Officials refused to dis
close the final toll as mamy
are feared buried under
the debris

"Rescue operations
have started in the area,”
the Deputy Commissioner
of Kishtwar, Pankaj Kumai
Sharma, said

Washed away: A

An ofhcial said more
than 30 bodies were reco
vered and hospitals report
ed at least 40 dead. More
than 120 people caught in
the debris were rescued
and shifted to hospitals.

Chositi falls on the route
of Machail Yatra and is 8.5
km away from the shrine.
Shops and a commumity
kitchen of the devotees
were also damaged. The
vatra has been suspended
until further notice

Dozens ol l'lt'l"-n'll‘lilt‘l ol
the National Disaster Res
ponse Force (NDRF), the
State Isaster ]":t""hl'!ll'}[']"'-i'
Force (SDRF), police, and
the Army were _|I'|I1t‘*.| |“.
local volunteers to rescue
trapped civilians in the hil
ly area

Additional personnel
teams of the NDRF were
dispatched to the area.
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What 1s the phenomenon of ‘cloudbursts’™? Explain. (Answer in 150 words) 10
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Lorem ipsum doloysit amet, d
consectetur adipisci t, sed do
elusmod tempor incigigiun labore
et dolore magna aligtia. Ut ad

minim veniam.




Warm. moist
air rises over
high ground

Prevailing
wind

Evaporation

Air cools and
condenses,
forming clouds

Rain shadow
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Dry air
descends
and warms







Change in heavy and extreme
monsoon rainfall

% change between 2011-2020
and LPA of 1961-2010

B 1. Most increase (> 35.8% increase)
2. More increase (19% to 35.8% increase)
3. Less increase (8.8% 10 19%: increase)

Bl 4. Least increase (Less than 8.8% increase)
5. Decrease in heavy & extieme rain

B 6 Data not captured by IMD grids

¢ IMD gndded dataset
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Explain the mechanism and occurrence of cloudburst in the context of the

Indian subcontinent. Discuss two recent examples. (Answer in 150 words)




How does plastic pollution aftect health?
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Nutty delight

Kashmir records a bumper almond harvest this season, boosting farmer incomes;
however, weather shifts, imports, and shrinking farmiland remain kev concerns

he almond harvest in Kashmir marks
an important seasonal and cultural
event, and this year’s bumper crop has
brought smiles to farmers” faces
Almond trees bloom in early spring, colouring
the landscape in delicate shades of pink and
white, which later turn green before the harvest
) ST
Kisshmir's moderate climate, lertibe sodl, and
abundant water sources provide ideal conditions
for almond cultivation
Kashmiri almonds, usually small in size but
known for their sweet lavour and high oil
content, are primarily grown in Anantnag and
Pulwama in southern Kashmir, Budgam in cemtral
Kashmir, and Baramulla in the north. The
varieties cultivated include both soft-shell and
hard-shell almonds
Harvesting almonds is a labour- intensave
process. Farmers wait until the green outer hulls
begin to split naturally, indicating ripeness. Then
comes the “shakedown™. The almonds are
manually shaken from the trees using sticks and

collected on cloth sheets spread beneath them
Once harvested , the nuts are sun-dred for several
days before the shells are removed

Women and children also participate in this
traditional activity, turning it into a family
business that is often celebrated at the
community level

Almonds are used extensively in traditional
cuisine, especially in sweets and beverages such
as kehwa. Locally grown almonds are preferred
over imported varieties due to their superior
taste and treshness

Despite their importance, almond farmers in
Kashmir face challenges such as erratic weathes
patterns, imited access to modern Birming
techniques, competition from lower-cost imports,
shrinking farmiands, and a lack of policy support
from authorities. To address these issues, the
govermment is now planning to introduce
high-density varieties of almonds across Kashmir

The almond harvest remains a celebratory
event in Kashmir's rural lile, bdending natural
beauty with traditional farming practices

Fit for harvest: A farmer &

shaken off the tree usis

g SUCks and collecte

&

ubniwes almonds on a tree for harvest in Pubwama
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Almond Exporting Countries

Rank Country Almond Exports % of total
2017 (USS) exported Almonds 3 000 Kilorreean
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TOP ALMOND PRODUCING STATES IN INDIA

-+ JAMMU AND KASHMIR ‘
* HIMACHAL PRADESH

— MAHARASHTRA

— KARNATAKA
- ANDHRA PRADESH

* UTTAR PRADESH
« KERALA

- TAMIL NADU

- WEST BENGAL

- GUJARAT
=+ RAJASTHAN




How ‘honour’ killings in India are
reinforced and legitimised

States like Tamil Nadu Telangana, Maharashir, and kerala - where Dalit commumnities hove seen rebatively greater empowerment - record highwe
rates of er-caste maarriages. rondcally, these are also the States with increased incidents of honouwr Killings
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