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Kuttiyadi coconut in line for GI tag

Aabha Raveendran
KOZHIKODE

Kuttivadi coconut may be
the next in the long line of
agricultural from
Kerala to receive the Geo
graphical Indication (GD
tag. Kerala Agricultural Un
versity (KAU) and the Kavi
lumpara gram panchayat
in Kozhikode have taken
the initiative to get this un
ique coconut variety its
due recognition

The Kuttivadi coconut is
known to be a high-vield-
ing variety that starts vield
ing within five years of
planting. Besides, the
trunk of the tree is too
strong compared to other
varieties and resists most
pests and draught. The
tree has a life expectancy
of more than 100 vears.
The fruit is larger and hea
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The Kuttiyadi coconut is known for the size and quality of the frunt

vier while the kernel is
thicker than other varieties
and hence produces more
oil.

“We have tried several
other varieties of coconuts,
but none could withstand
the weather and give vield
like this one,” says Mathath
Mohanan, a farmer.,

The coconut’s peculiari

ties have made it so popu-

lar that the Department of

Agriculture is sourcing see
dlings and saplings from
Kuttiyadi every year to be
distributed across the
State. However, the farm-
ers complain that there has
been no help from the go-
vernment to improve the
vield or support the farm-

ers who are suffering crop
and income loss due to
‘Mandari’ (coconut mite).
“Even the Agriculture De-
partment does not take co-
conuts affected by the
mite,” says Mr. Mohanan
The Kavilumpara gram
panchayat started the ef
forts to get the GI tag for
Kuttivadi coconut around
three years ago. The pan
chavat allocated T3 lakh in
its annual Budget for the
preliminary works and
handed it over to the KAU
that carries out the docu
mentation works. “It was
the scientists at the Central
Plantation Crops Research
Institute who pointed out
the possibility of a Gl tag.
The tag would immensely
help the farmers here in
marketing the product”
says George Ponnattil, pre-
sident of the panchayat.
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Jd A Gl or Geograp(al Indication is a name or a sign given to
certain products that relate to a specific geographical location
or origins like a region, town or country.
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dIn India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by
the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and
Protection) Act, 1999 which came into force with effect from 15th
<
September 2003.
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dThe first product in India to be accorded with Gl tag was
Darjeeling tea in the year 2004-05.
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4Gl is governed by the World Trade Organisation’s (WTQ's)

Agreem on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights /Gﬁmé O AR HIsT (Seegllat) & aTaﬁ‘lE
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Gl registration is overseen by the Departmen omotion of
Industry and Internal Trade under the Ministry of Commerce and
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REGISTRATION DETAILS OF GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

Application
NO

Geoaraphical Indications

Goods
(As per Sec 2 (f)
of GI Act 1999

FROM APRIL 2004 - MARCH 2005

Darjeeling Tea (word & logo)

Agricultural

West Bengal

Aranmula Kannadi

Handicraft

Kerala

Pochampalli lkat

Handicraft

Telangana

FROM APRIL 2005 - MARCH 2006

Salem Fabric

Handicraft

Tamil Nadu

Chanderi Sarees

Handicraft

Madhya Pradesh

Solapur Chaddar

Handicraft

Maharashtra

Solapur Terry Towel

Handicraft

Maharashtra

Kotpad Handloom fabric

Handicraft

Odisha

Mysore Silk

Handicraft

Karnataka




PEN

Tamil Nadu: Paving the Path to the Pinnacle of Progress!

bl

11

Top 10 states with the highest
GI (Geographical Indication)
tags

With 61 GI Tags, Tamil Nadu
ranks second in the country.
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Govt. schools account for 55.9%
of total enrolments, says survey vz

66" of students are in public institutions in rural areas as aganst 300% in wrban; private unaided schools account for 319%
ol enrolment; nearly a third of all students get private coaching, says study undertaken as part of National Sample Survey
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What is the air drop test conducted by ISRO?

How was the first Insegrated Al Drop Test conducted?” Which departments and agencies were involved in ie? Fhow are preparations for the Caggamaan mdssion

coming along? K & necessany 1o conduct muloiple tests for a cresed space Bighe? What are Indias long term spaceflight goals?
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What are India’'s bang term goals?
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In the context of space technology, what is “Bhuvan”, recently in the
news? (2010)

(a) A mini satellite launched by ISRO for promoting the distance
education in India

(b) The name given to the next Moon Impact Probe, for Chandrayaan-I|
(c) A geoportal of ISRO with 3D imaging capabilities of India
(d) A space telescope developed by India.
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On flight path
ISRO has planned 25 missions for the year 2020. Ground work

for Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan-3 progressed smoothly in 2019,

A status check:

Gaganyaan, the

country’s maiden
manned space
mission, Is
progressing weill.
Four Indian Air
Force personnel
have been
identified for the
mission and their
astronaut training
will start from the
third week of this
month in Russia

. )Chandrayaan-B,
~<the country’s

third lunar mission,
has been approved.

The mission, which
will cost around
2600 crore, will
also try to land in
the lunar south
pole like
Chandrayaan-2,
The take-off may
get postponed to
next yeail

“yCommunication
Jsatellite GSAT-

30 is 2020's first
scheduled launch

In the first half

of 2020, SSLV
or small satellite
launcher will make
its debut

ISRO has sought
€14,000 crore
as budget for
2020-21

WHAT WENT WRONG WITH
CHANDRAYAAN-2

We are looking
at all naviga-
tion guidance and
control aspects. We
learnt from telemetry
data that the design
could not take the
large difference in
velocity. We
have learnt
our lessons
fromthe |

failure
K.SIVAN
ISRO CHAIRMAN




MANNED MISSION

Solar array 57 Re-orientation (module changes direction)
deployment d‘” in
space De-boost

Ort)'tm.‘)dk_. ’ .‘— - '_. 5 \k B

’Sooaratnon of crew
- & and service modules

&
. = \/ Aerobraking
16 mins y 5 o» > Parachute
to reach 36mins
low-earth | from &

deployment

.

orbit boe de-boost
/ N to landing g

—

 GSLV MK 1II

lift-off from ' Orbit module Splashdown a'
Sriharikota Descent trajectory .. .ont trajectory separation Aralilac: Siae oox

i Gujarat l
\..‘».,n «+—— Crew module recovery in 15-20 minutes «—

COST: Less than : LAUNCH: : India to be the 4th nation to launch
10,000cr | 2022 . amanned spaceflight mission after

the US, Russia and China




e periogd the mission
can stay In space

[aays [ZI00U0 0

Huran Reotnd Launch
""‘ el

the mission . My rivend

Expected cost of

ole of
VSSC

VSSC, THE SPACE RESEARCH CENTRE OF ISRO, WHICH FOCUSES
ON LAUNCH VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY AND PROVIDES RELIABLE

AND EFHICIENT SPACE TRANSPORT SYSTEM, IS DEVELOPING THE
ADVANCED GSLY-MK 1I, THE LAUNCH YEHICLE WITH CAPABILITIES
TODELIVER THE SPACE MODULE WITHASTRONAUTS

The crew escape system/s
designed to quickly pull the
crew module along with the
astronauts to a safe
distance from the launch
vehicle Inthe event of an
aborted launch

GSLV-Mk!ill - a three-stage,
heavy-Uft launch vehicle

developed by ISRO with two

solid strap-ons, a core liquid
DoOster and a ayogenic
Upper stage - chosen to
launch Chandrayaan-2 will

be used for Gaganvaan after

reconfiguring It

ISRO will hold two
unmanned flights before
holding the final
baganyaan flight

The mission Irwvolves
launching the space cre
board GSLY-Mk Hl and br
them back safely

The reconfigured GSLV-
will blast off with the ¢
moduie (orbital module
carrying the astronauts !
Sriharikotta.

The module will reach sp
within 16 months and th
crew Is expected to hold
experiments

During the retum journe
crew moduie will use th
In the moduie and make
splashdown In the sea,
the astronauts will make
softlanging Inthe seaw
the help of parachutes
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Why has the import duty on
cotton been suspended?

When was the levy hirst introduced? Has cotton production been declining in the country?

M. Soundariva Preetha

The story so far:
otton, wihnch s the main raw

material for the textile industry,

is grown by nearly six million

farmers in India. In the wake ol
declining production, the Central
government has withdrawn the 1%
import duty it introduced in February
2021. However, the last vear saw a steep
Increase in cotton imports, even with the
duty in place, On August I8, the
government said it is withdrawing the
duty till September 30 when the current

COotion seasasonm ';'.l” end

Why was the duty introduced?

The import duty was announced by
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the 2021 Budget, when the
country was producing 350 akh bales of
cotton annually against the requirement
of 335 lakh bales. While the country was

exporting cotton, there were imports 100
and the duty was aimed at protecting the
mterest ol Cotton growers

In a move to address the raw material
(cotton) shortage faced by the textile
industry, the government exempted ail
from import duty from
April 14, 2022 10 September 30, 2022,
later extending the exemption until
October 31, 2022, According to the Global
l'rade Research Initiative, cotton imports
surged 107.4%, rising from $579.2 million
in FY2023-2024 10 $1.20 billon in
FY2024-2025

vanenes of cotton

What is the current situation?

I'he overall domestic cotton production is
down to 294 lakh bales, the lowest in the
last 1S vears, against the requirement ol
18 lakh bales Gncluding non-mill use)
Cotton production in the 2024-2025
cotton season (October to September) is
estimated to be nearly 20 lakh bales lesser
than the last cotton season. Imports ars

also likely 1o be highest at about 40 lakh
bales, with major supplies coming from
Austrahia (8258.2 million), the US. (§234.1
millon), Brazil (S180.8 million), and Egypt
($116.3 million). The Cotton Corporation
of India purchased nearly 100 lakh bales
of cotton from farmers at Minimum
Support Price (MSP) during the ongoing
COLLON seasmo \p«‘ll\hll',.; 337500 Crore,
and has sold 73 lakh bales in the market
For the 20252026 cotton season that will
start on October 1, the government has
hiked the MSP by 8%

north are expected 1o start bringing

Farmers in the

cotton o the market in October and those
in central and western States are hikely to
start supplying after Deepavali

What does the withdrawal imply?

It is said that only about two lakh bales of
imported cotton that are in transit will be
availlable without the duty as it will reach
Indian shores by September 30. Several

international brands are hl‘,..'hllt,'llllu.i that

cotton suppliers and garment
manufacturers need o use cotton from
these suppliers. When garment exporters
compete in the international market, the
raw material price was higher because of
the duty. They will have a level-playing
feld without the duty

However, cotton farmers are not in
compiete agreement with these views
According to Ravichandran, who
cultivates cotton at Thiruvarur in Tamil
Nadu, the removal of the duty
discourages farmers from cultivating
cotton. The removal of the import duty
will not help cotton farmers who do not
et any support from the government,
said Kurubur Shanthakumar, south India
convenor of Samyukta Kisan Morcha

What is the long-term solution?
he industry is looking at two malor
support measures from the government
it wants a stable policy so that the
industry can plan for raw material
procurement. The government should
suspend the duty every yvear during the
non-peak season (April 1o September) as
the farmers would have sold maority of
the produce by then

It also wants 5% interest subvention for
working capital that textile mills need 1
purchase cotton during the peak season
If the mills, especially MSME units, have
adequate funds, they can cover the
required cotton and government need not
spend on MSP operations, says industry
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Top cotton producing countries

1. India
2. China
3. United state

Top cotton producing states in india :

1. Maharashtra
2. Gujarat

3. Telangana
4. Rajasthan

India Position in the world

* India is having 2" place in the world in cotton production

* Indiais also the 2nd largest consumer of cotton in the world

* India got 1st place in the world in cotton acreage

* Indiais the 3rd largest exporter of Cotton.

* Approximately 67% of Indian’s cotton is produced on rain-fed areas and 33% on irrigated

lands



Cotton Corporation of India
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International Cotton Advisory Committee
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EXPORTS
In 2022 the top exporters of Cotton were China ($12.2B), United

States ($10.9B), India (S7.27B), Brazil (53.93B), and Pakistan
(S3.73B).

IMPORTS

In 2022 the top importers of Cotton were Bangladesh ($8.9B), China ($8.29B), Vietnam
(S5.41B), Turkey (S4.3B), and Pakistan ($2.86B).



Consider the following statements :

1. Gujarat is the largest producer of cotton in India followed by Punjab and
Maharashtra

2. India is the 2nd largest cotton producer and the largest consumer of cotton in the

world

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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