


CURRENT

fffalrs
BATCH

> i L ¥ W
‘ ,,v \ '_z-“}»-//.



Urban cooperative banks urgently
need to get their act together
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Urban Co-operative Banks
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el FEHY dFT (UCBs) F He # Afaf@a FyaT W R +{

1. 9 TS WHRI CaRT AT T S8l gaRT gdafaia 3R
Rfaafaa g &1 X

2. agfaaaamammmmmamwmm

3. ﬁ1966ﬁwmﬂm$wﬁéﬁmmmﬁm,
1949 & dgd o7 IT=AT AT

3T # & FiF AU/ FUT Ter 887
(a)m1 /

(b) ol 2 3R 3

(c)dhaer 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3



HARa & el geary I F west A gy @g=E0r (Dual

Control) T 4T Y %?

(a) RBI 3R el €@RT TIFd foaz=ops

(b) FET TFR 3R ToT TR cariEgaa =0T

(c) RBI 3R FEfld TSI/FET T AATGAT & R
CarT §IFd fAgaor ¥

(d) fa wm;(am RBI GaRT Y =T



Non-banks can
green small
businesses

Doubile delight

Shachindra Nath

Not many people realise that micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMES) form the backbone
ol India’s economy, driving jobs, industrial
tput and exports. MSMEs contribute nearh
VO of the GDP and employ more than 110
mihon peopls ANnd yvet, they constamntly struwe
e adeguate recn

A% global priorities shift towards sustainability
MSMEs face the added pressure of remmaining
ompetitive whitle adopting environment-fraendls
practices. Non-banking financial companies
NBFCs), with their extensive reach and deep
instights ino the MSME secC i St POSMOned
to case this green transition and climate
wlaptation. Toward this end they can offes
inovative credit programime tatlored 1o the
unigue needs of these businesse

I'bhe United Nations Brundtiand Commission

has defimed sustainability as ‘'meeting the needs
of the present without comprormesing the abdiliny
o Tuture generathons o meet thesr own needs

For MSMIE Aadopting sustainable practices can
ad 1o mmproved operatonal efhiciency, reduced
osts, and enhbanced market competitiven:
However, adoption rates remain ow

AN Contederatnon of Indian Indusns
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1.'GeH, oY R ALIA 3¢gA g (MSMED) Jifafaz#d, 2006' &
W mmmﬂ‘a‘?ffﬂaﬁmammmﬁﬁmrﬂsm
T 22578 & O T

2.9 Sl CaRT FeHA, oY JR FAEIA 3cFAT &l QU 31T FH{oT
arIfRSar &7 F 9T T &

IFd # § ST G/ FYT Tar 8/87

(a) hael 1

(b) dhdel 2

(c) 13K 2 =t
(d)sT ar 1, o7 &r 2



New classification of MSME

Medium Enterprise Rs 50cr Rs 125cr

Source: Budget 2025-2026, Speech of Nirmala Sitharama, Union Minister of Finance February 1, 2025.







AR $ FATTEAT A MSMEs Y AT

DMSMEwmﬁM#mmtl FAS-19 FTAY &F SN
MSME GVA (Gross Value Added) 27.3% AT AT, Afhed 2022-23 H T§ 30 1%

gy 99y 3T 7T Hu‘ﬂfr \‘\‘D/O

Dma?mﬁw‘mmsmemm‘rﬁm%l MSME faaTd &g &7 &
@), IF, AT, e UH, oA Ud I, mmmﬁhﬁﬁmm#
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MSME & T 9@ §FRT A=t 3R sifaar
FTelsll R FEYTTT TET--

Q MSMED Jfafaaa, @ SME &1 & Td&rd & ﬁrtr

ST YT T gl

J Udyam QGﬁET{'UT/Q’Té_ﬂ_'_(_ZQZD) died forar arm, 388 MSME
FT ITeAelTSeT GolRIoT AT g3|

QAETER o méaﬁav{qm (PSU)E’!MSME#W
& ow f@ay Far gl = —



fadr ggrar 3R Hmor ASAT:-

Q0 3T TRE F3:- wmmsmsma?my

aTelT FHT| \’owrc-’
DWWW(PMMY)@%W?W &
RUT|

0 HTYTdHTell $hise ATl IREr mm‘(/fCLGS) $ITds-19 W SR
MSME &l 5 T HUS HT HKUT FAIH]
S
Q g ¥ [&aEw Jaar (2023): Msmemma:arﬁa HITATAT X
95% dde I argdr|



&THAT A il H Hec|

v ;
J Lean Manufacturing Scheme: MS' G2l H olldld H 3Td 3c9IcA

b ;
O TReDS (Trade Receivables Discounting System): MSME & EF:FI}[ Sg?TFIF-TT
1 ofter e & faT|

0 MSME-TEAM (2024): MSME &I é-?ﬁ'ﬂ"\'{ 3R RS AT & g
ol & TIT A JISAaAT|



fauorer 3 TR J9&:- qu 7

J GeM (Government e- Marketplace) MSME &I EIHRI TS A HET ol
I grae|
J ONDC (Open Network for Digital Commerce): MSME$T 3-TI'F|T-IT$?-T SIS IR

q SIS &I 9gdT|
Wmaﬁtmaﬂm/

Q pmﬁaaam&m(zoza) IRUR&E FRRT (9¢3, &oil, BN,
goio]) P B A dh HT RIIAT F0T, Eﬂﬁw_cffm'{m
H?H?ﬁ?rll

O SFURTI 31T mmmm*mmﬁm
FTAhH |



MSME &% &Y JH@ Talfara:- v
0 ey sfdaEan- < qm /(Mj

1§aam3—nrmaﬁwam e fr gEEr AR wor sfagw Hr
|
2. 3731 H SO H el Ydlg dhr FHEAT
aHs aR-
1., A Flelad AR ASATHT FihATHT Fr Sl
2537;/77%&737#&1!72023-243# MSME ahT mwm#mmﬁ
Awrier
0 sreftoaiear ik @0 R 7
1.%8 MSME 3d &Y 8T FIH R E &, oEd Iog @drT 3R
TIHRT TH Tl
2. BfSreeletor 3R 3iiecrss g # el gefe




glefhr 3R IeuEFHar amee:- <

0 Rt dehatlel R &TdT Hr FAT § gfaraeicAsmdr |
D%mﬁaxaﬁtﬂga@mﬁmﬁﬁW|
TR 3R @ A e O

Q dfRges I[UTaAT ATl N T el H HiSaTs |

Q 3aWrsEy 3R TS T F gfaegdt & v @iffg
HATE T |



THTHUAS &7 & [T I91¢ # 9@ Jgd

MSME*%?WW#W:

Q ¥&# 3R Y 3¢7AT F AT HfFe IS Fav H 5H3( A
gar{ﬂomaﬂ%mw’s‘l [:I

me#masf?zmm .
%mmmﬁﬂqmﬁm 1%
deh A AT AT

Dﬁmmsmsaﬂm CH ol & T H 20 FUS dF H A
T A, @mmmmﬁmml




3gAT & fav #f3e FE:

dyamqummwmnT%mamst—saﬁz
rﬂézﬂammésrm?ﬁ

0 3T shisc HIS & ded X5 AT dd T HUT 3T BT

0 9gol OTd # 10 9T Hi3C F1E AN A Hl 1&g TQ@T AT g

ﬁmmm-ma:mﬁﬁa:mm:-

1%10,000 FNT Y Gl & Y 79T B3 36 B3H TA1AT fhar
T s O ! s st
a 3T (SC) )

FI 2 FNT dF T H AT 9T auf & [T YT fHAT SATTI

Dguuﬁam*aﬁsmmtha#maﬁwma
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HNA-FUTT &4 X Ay egm=:

Q ST 3R AT 3T (FefaA Ta e} ) F AT AAY 3cure A
TS SUal, o R, Faleie HAghaaRar 3R Ald-dey PefadT
3cUIe I derar fAa|

Q3H AT § 22 A AlRRAT Fiord giel R 4 T FA3 & AN
3o gl I FHTAT gl

Q @A 38T (ST AF) & fav A8 ISar dars A, FEd Farex
g, ahra-FAaT 3tk aRa F ARgs @elar FAr Fg F w7 F TfRa
FA H HAce AN

QTS gicd m mﬁm 3R YT EAT (National Institute of Food
Technology, Entrepreneurshlp and Management) f[98R # TITAd fohar Sream,

foad qdl Rd & Wiy JTHEHI0T 3N HI derar Ao



fafasior 3t e e& (Faoo vigafara) gee:

Q TS fafaaor @A (National Manufacturing Mission) AT fopar STTeT, S A%
37 3f3AT Ugd & dgd BT, mmaﬁta?sa’a’raﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁwawﬁﬂm
USHY YeTel FHLM|

Q Folld T AgheraRer (Faeo Sleafrhr Ao 1 grafAsar & s,
mquzmmm TATFCH dIgsl ST, Uded qasa 3T
ﬁamgmﬁﬁmmésﬁmﬁmmm
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{QH HRa A gaTAMm ﬁ?m' (Inclusive
Growth) ? H&H, oy Ud AYYH 3GIH
(MSMEs) Y Fa Hﬁﬂﬂ g7 3 s{fAwT
FI qglel g U asnsvl .



Euclid space telescope discovers new
‘Einstein ring’ in nearby galaxy

All Einstein rings have great scientific value, but Altieris ring is extra spedial because it has been observed in a wellstudied nearby galaxy, NGC 6505 Only five other
gravitational lenses at similar distances have been found so far Alderds ring is composed of the distorted images of another galaxy 4.5 billion lightvears awany

Smriti Mahajan T".’: ‘;.ST

ore than a century ago,
Albert Einstein predicted
that massive objects like
karge galaxies and clusters of
gakaxies act like gant lenses in space by
bending light from distant objects
As seen from an observer on the earth,
a rare algnment of a background object
with such a lens in the foreground can
lead to a visual spectacle. Because of the
lensing, the observer sees arc-like
structures skirt the foreground lens
Sometimes these arcs are arranged in a
circular pattern, which is called an
Einstein ring

Altiert's ring
Recently, the Euclid space massion of the
European Space Agency (ESA) spotted an
Einstein ring in the galaxy NGC 6505, just
590 million lightyears from the earth
This may sound hike a long distance, but
on the astronomical scale, the galaxy is
veritably in our cosmic backyard
An astronomer named Bruno Altien
first noticed this Einstein ring in
September 2023 in a blurry image
captured by Euchid, which ESA had
launched only two months earlier
The image was unfocused by design
because in the initkal davs of the mission. in the middie of thes image, the huxzy Jlooking bulb of light in 3 warm shade of yellow extends around a small bnght spot, nestied wathin a thin light arcle that
scientists were taking data 1o test if all of SOPEars 10 be drawn closely around it. The circie is an Enstein g, ESAEUCLOEUCLE AMSORTIUM WASA
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Q. Consider the following phenomena(2018)

1. Light is affected by gravity.
2. The Universe is constantly expanding.
3. Matter warps its surrounding space-time.
. . - - Y
Which of the above is/are the prediction/predictions of Albért
Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity, often discussed in the media?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



0 NGC 6505 &I 9gell R 19a W& # WIS 31 AT 3R Jg g2t 4
aererar 590 fATAger warer-a¥ (light-years) &I gt ©X Rua g

0 NGC 6505 @ T& I¥carhyvr oW (Gravitational Lens) 1 g F
mmwmmmﬁmﬁmraﬁmm
FeraT (distort and amplify) T a1 & & & @)

Q Jg AT HTHEREET 4.42 Rfewsr yemer-ad @ Fya g



Gravitational Lensing -~




Einstein Ring?

When we observe a distant galaxy with our telescope, its light may encounter another galaxy on its +
way to us. The foreground galaxy acts like a magnifying lens, bending the travelling light rays due to+

its gravity. This is called gravitational lensing. If the background galaxy, the lensing galaxy, and the

telescope are perfectly aligned, the image appears as a ring — called an Einstein ring. i

Foreground galaxy acting = :
as a magnifying lens

Distant galaxy

&- Gravity bends the light rays

What the telescope sees 7
of the distant galaxy



8T HeT (Dark Matter) Y @S

v IEA R7d AR HI 31 A HT JETTA I H A Nl 6, o0 3 dh
el 9 H gl ¢@T 3T g

v 3T HeX 3R 31 Tl f[Ad SeAs FT 95% fgear s &

v 31 HY TN & WY A1 TOhaT AT AT, Afhel SHPT IFcarehyur GHE 93T 2|

v IBcaAThyuT ATHT (Gravitational Lensing) & mmz#a‘mﬁasa#ﬁaﬁm
IR THTT FT IUCTET T F TAT P TFhA B

qJ HTHIRFTTAT (Distant Galaxies) HT FEIT
«gwqwmmmmmg%mmme

/mmga?gwmmmﬂ$mrﬁmsmaawmg Saa

q fe@rg & el

v 38R dAAST S IRIAS FEAS 3R ARREEmHT & AAwT & gfhar & gase-
H #Ace Aadr &1
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FEATS & TR F1 IeTaT=
QAR & HAAR, FEATS WMAR Wl TET &

QIEET RIT &7 3T R dAlAd IJg THAST THhd &
fop sEas g afa & 3R F9 o @ Bl
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fFas FaReT I & Fraey A Aafaff@a sy W REr F17

1. 38 2023 # AT HARET TSHT ($THT) SaRT FAIRST & 9 FHarald A
WWQWWWMMI

2. g ohifaasd 2 9T &ua g

3. ZHH 3cad HX & AT I 9gaX &1 H FHSA 3R IRTAS FgAs &
3% TASH & THIT FI Yohe I & a0 JeAS FT G99 937 HIEAF 3D
AART ST &1

39dFd FY4I A ¥ Faa Fua 39T 87

a) ohddl Teh
b) Fdel ar
c) Hﬁff?ﬁ'ﬂ
dy $TH ¥ FIg el






Study finds 6,327 Gangetic
dolphins across four States

Prime Mmsster Narendrra Modi redeases thwe IEPONL; Sinee dilerent methods were used o

the previous counts, Ertest number will not be useful in gauging the change in population

Deep dive 6,324 -2 Three e
e TEIECHET, —
weommein 3775 2414 584
anga main e | Gangs v BN maptra masn Ve

412 e 1015 gl

UtRar vadedd ok ¢
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Q ART & 9 &Y Siewed (Gangetlc Dolphin) T 9gell IM0TAT H
6,327 Sifews UTS znél &

Q Jg 37ETTA qITaoT n'ana'zr caRT faeg aegeita faw (World
Wildlife Day) & 38X 9T ST fohar I

0 IUTAT 391 AR ST HEAS AfAT H T 5|

v V4
0 30X &« A @ AHTUS Siiehe gof HT g, TS a6 48R,
qfREH I A HAH FHT TUTH &



Deep dive 6,324

Ganges river
dolphins

Indus river
T h ree dolphins

The first estimate of Gangetic | T——
dolphins in India has found 6,327

of them in the Ganga and its 3,275

tributaries

Ganga main stem | Ganga tributaries

2.414

5384

Brahmaputra main stem

412

Brahmaputra
tributaries

101 reer

4

The survey
started
in 2021 and
covered

8,507 km

Uttar Pradesh has the
most dolphins,
followed by Bihar,
West Bengal, and
Assam
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They hunt by emitting ultrasonic sounds, which bounc

v [

fish and other pr




Females are larger th\an/ males and give birthionce every two to three yearsjto

only one calf._- v

The Gangetic dolphins can only live in freshwater and are essentially blind.

Being a mammal, the Ganges river dolphin cannot breathe in water and must
surface every 30-120 seconds.

The Ganges river dolphin is known as the “Tiger of the Ganges” for the role it plays as a
top predator, and because it is an ecosystem indicator species — much like a tigeris in a
forest.

National Aquatic Animal of India.

Ganges river dolphins eat a large variety of small and medium sized fish and crustaceans



Q3T &Y Sifehd H ARG I HFR AR A ST garg IR a g ar § i arad #
U d1 Fddl U d<dl SeH adl g

ug?m@/@ammmgmﬁwmam
I

< e
QIR ST Sifewsd U TAJIRN (Mammal) &, STAT Jg 9= & T a7 o
Fhdl 3R 38 & 30-120 s & Tdg W 3R JTH ol gsdr gl

S v
QIET FASr SiTethed I "IF FT arg” i Fgr Jar g, Fifes IJg 9ITa0T Ahdah

gaifd (Ecosystem Indicator Species) & 3R s MW RISRY (Top Predator) &
& A FF FA g, 86 I & S St 7 |

QIE HRAT FT TSI Felg Sitd (National Aquatic Animal) &1

amaﬁrﬁﬁmﬁm@aﬁm/ﬁnmﬂﬁnﬁmm
HECAT (3T 3nfe) @rdr &



Government talks big on gender budget, delivers little
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About Gender Budget

Where does the money go? Gen-
der budgets have three compo-
nents: Part A comprises schemes
with 100% provision for women
and girls; Part B comprises
schemes with 30-99% allocations

for women and girls; and Part C re-
flects schemes with allocations for
women and girls below 30% of the
provision. Part C was introduced
only in the 2024-25 Budget. Over
time, as seen in Chart 2, the pro-




compute
gender budgets

Chart 1: The chart
shows the proportion
of the Union Budget
towards gender (%)

It is important to note
here that there is

no separate gender
budget in the overall
Budget; this term
simply refers to all the
allocations to gender-
related schemes under
various ministries and
departments




Chart 2:
Distribution of
gender budget over
years

Part A: Schemes with
100% provision for
women and qirls;

Part B: Schemes with
30-99% allocations for
women and girls

Part C: Schemes with
allocations for women
and girls below 30%
of the provision

e Part A Part B
66 19 62 7O 73 72 13 76 72 80 86 78 69 79 79 80 84 84 61

Part C




Chart 3: The chart shows the scheme/department/ministry-wise distribution of the
gender budget. Figures in %

17.4
ent of Higher Edu

Since the inception of the concept
of a gender budget, the highest

number of ministries/departments
(49) have reported allocations

for gender-related schemes this
year. Twelve new ministries/
departments have reported
allocations for gender-related
schemes this year




d9lc A FEfu-

Qfda a¥y 2025-26 & T AT §ai¢ (GBS) %4.49 oITd
S 8, ST Fel Hog Fic 1 8.86% ¢l

0 Ao av (FY 2024-25) & %3.27 A IS AT JIT A
Jg 37.5% 319 gl

QIg AR & I doh HT g d37 AT dolc g, ol
HAfGAT3T & Hogor, e JR 3 FATFdaor i
Jerar ¢ & fov AT gl

Q49 HAIGAT o 3T doc H A-TdId  3HTded  hr
e aF &l
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Q 3cIfATr &3 A Afge3it & Fiwd [dhd & AT Fad 138.4 FUT Hdfed v
T & S AT a9 FT AT 0.0009% | 3MTdSEAS U U, Hd Qe
IR IEIAGT AA@T qUT FAFeaay IR Faa1 FAPAr JAqay & adar
frator 3 Fhra RH QST FF AT g€ FT Fad 0.23% & FHer T

Qe a5 &1 T 10% Fho fam i warar @{uer qur 3=o @
fRemr Y Efed Far T &) ®Rer 3R gedr uRer @aad 3k
dreeifores fard & HAgcaqul FH 2

a7, Saa auf ¥ ARERT fr 97 Jeiegdy X & e 30 A=
g, &I ToT 991¢ &7 AT 4.2% gr dfed &har a=ar g

0 WaTH Herrars) 3R 9Ior 2.0 A1 1 69T g9 FT Fad 3.9% & afed
R &, 3R I7 fewwr Row $o avf # sgd afesw a8 v 2



< TIIT 95¢ FT 17.5% WHUTAHAT ATITH ANSTAT S JAT 8.9% HEIHAT ey Iy
IO YFIMR AIRE ASFAT (MGNREGA) I 3afed fhar ar=ar g1 graifes &
AISTAATT AGATIHT HI TAFT FATAT 8, olched arddITdd TATFIHIOT
Fierel A, ST U9 gy c@HTAT A A3 aer I8 gl Aefl@a aRa &
faT [ & Adca A Rfa#Ar (A=gheain) 3k fdl &7 7 @as =
TTATASAT b I HTTTHT gl

HR



Reserve Bank to buy
X1 lakh crore G-Secs

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India on
Wednesday announced
open market purchases ol
government securities (G-
Secs) of T1 lakh crore.

The move followed a re
view of current and evolv-
ing liquidity conditions,
the banking regulator said.

Two tranches
The liquidity injection will
happen in two tranches:
350,000 crore on March 12
and the rest on March 18,
the RBI said.

In addition, the RBI also
announced it would under
take rupee/US. Dollar

swaps worth $10 billion for
a 36-month tenor on
March 24.

“The Reserve Bank ol
India will continue to mon
itor evolving liquidity and
market conditions and
take measures as appro
priate to ensure orderly li
quidity conditions,” said
the RBI in the statement
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